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GETTING STARTED IN 

EARTHMOVING 
Beginner Checklist for Future Operators 

 
 

 

 

A useful checklist to help you understand what it really takes to get into the earthmoving 

industry — before spending money on tickets, machines, or training. 

 

 

Read the full guide: 

 

https://earthworkshub.com.au/guides/how-to-become-an-earthmoving-operator/ 
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Before You Spend Any Money 

• ☐ I understand what earthmoving operators actually do day to day 

• ☐ I’ve spoken to someone already working in the industry 

• ☐ I’m prepared to start in a labouring or support role 

Minimum Requirements 

• ☐ White Card completed 

• ☐ Driver’s licence 

• ☐ Basic understanding of site safety 

Tickets & Training Reality Check 

• ☐ I understand tickets do not equal experience 

• ☐ I know which machine I want to start on 

• ☐ I’m choosing training for learning, not promises 

Getting Experience (The Hard Part) 

• ☐ I’m willing to labour to get site exposure 

• ☐ I understand trust comes before seat time 

• ☐ I know seat time usually starts small 

Ownership & Expectations 

• ☐ I understand the costs of owning a machine 

• ☐ I’m not rushing into finance 

• ☐ I’m focused on learning before earning 

Next Sensible Steps 

• ☐ Learn from experienced operators 

• ☐ Understand how sites actually run 

• ☐ Build consistency and reputation 

 

Want this explained in more detail? 

I’ve broken all of this down in a video for anyone considering a career in earthmoving: 

https://youtu.be/Sdy2H8yBRP0 
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